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President’s Message

Kjær Venner,

2020 has become a challenging and historic time for everyone around the world. The covid virus has
disrupted our normal lives and activities, and this is likely to continue for some time yet. And
although we may be impatient to return to something more normal, we need to remain cautious and
vigilant to protect ourselves, our friends, and our neighbors.
Sons of Norway International has directed all lodges to comply with all local requirements and
restrictions. As Benton and Franklin Counties are currently on hold indefinitely at Stage 1.5 of the
Washington State Reopening Plan, it appears that it will be some time before we are able to conduct
any lodge activities with more than 5 attendees. As we are already in August, it is clear that we will
not be able to progress through the reopening phases in time to hold our annual Taste of Scandinavia
event in October this year. It is too early to tell how this might impact our Thanksgiving and
Christmas celebrations.
The newsletter editors continue to include ideas for things that you may find helpful in keeping our
heritage interests going during these times. If you have
additional ideas for them to share, please contact them.
For now, let us remember that our health is our most important
asset, and let us continue to comply with all requirements and
good practices so that we will be able to get past these current
difficulties and get back to better times. Please stay safe and
healthy!
Hilsen fra Presidenten!
Greg
Activities Update
Given the current COVID-19 situation in Benton
and Franklin counties, we will not be having our
usual social and cultural meetings. We will let you
know, when we know, when and where we can
meet in person again.
The origin of Sons of Norway was a mutual
assistance society, designed to help its members
during times of trouble. This pandemic doesn’t
allow us to visit each other literally, but we have
many other ways of connecting. Please continue to
check on your fellow members, by phone, e-mail,
and snail mail. If you find that a member is in
need of help of any sort, please let an officer know.
Believe it or not, it is time to start the search for
officers for 2021. If you have an interest in helping
to run our lodge, please let a current officer know.

Sol-Land Lodge holds a monthly meeting on the
third Friday of the month. We have a potluck
dinner beginning at 6:30pm. Guests are not
expected to bring food, just to come and enjoy
themselves! The cultural program begins about
7:30. We meet at Kennewick First Lutheran Church
on the corner of HWY 395 and Yelm. We have a
board meeting on the last Monday of the month,
beginning at 7:00pm, also at Kennewick First
Lutheran.
If you wish to come to a meeting, but do not have
transportation, please contact us and we will
arrange it for you. If you are interested in a
membership, give one of us a call; we can tell you
what we are all about and how to go about
becoming a member. You can also visit our lodge
website at www.sol-land.org.

Heritage Committee members

Dette og det

The current Heritage Committee Members
have served out their terms and it is time to
relieve them. We need committee members to
evaluate proposals for programs, classes,
projects, etc. that might benefit from receiving
a grant from the Fund. There are six seats to
fill. It is not an onerous duty, and often the
duties can be done by email. If you have an
interest in growing the lodge and in having
interesting programs and classes, you might
be just the person to be on the committee.
There are limitations on who can be on the
committee (certain officers are not eligible,
and only one from a family, for example), but
if you are interested, please contact Greg or
Nancy and we can tell you if you are eligible.
(Greg, (509) 375-0919,
waxlerfarms@gmail.com; Nancy, (509) 9482684, sol.land.lodge@gmail.com)

In this time of enforced idleness, you may be looking for
something to watch . Films of Norway offers Norwegian
movies and TV series via an internet streaming service for a
monthly subscription rate. Sons of Norway members in the
United States qualify for 25% off the regular monthly
subscription rate which is currently $4.99/month. They offer a
7-day free trial. They offer a wide variety of programs
including drama, children’s programs, food, and
documentaries. You can browse their catalog of offerings at
https://www.filmsofnorway.com/catalog.
If you are fantasizing about getting out of town, why not plan
a trip to Norway? Maps are a good way to start that planning.
International has a variety of road maps and a full country
Atlas to help with your planning, and members can purchase
the at a nice discount. Maps are $22 per map and the atlas is
$30. To see which maps they have and to find ordering
instructions, visit
https://www.sofn.com/member_benefits/member_discounts/n
orway_map_service/
"Coming Home" is a 23 minute documentary of David
Ellingson’s kayak adventure on the ancestral fjords in
Norway. It weaves together breath-taking scenery, stirring
music, and a story exploring his family's journey to America.
He has a number of other videos you might enjoy, too.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=9M49GWjxsMM&feature=youtu.be&
The Youth Camps have a YouTube channel. Since the camps
were canceled this summer, this is way to share some of what
we do at camp with everyone. Please like and subscribe to get
updates.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpum_byGWfzJftjhRyae
eUQ?

Sons of Norway is thrilled to announce
the launch of our new electronic
publication, Viking for Kids! Featuring a
variety of content such as feature articles,
puzzles, quizzes, coloring pages and other
activities, the new Viking for Kids is
produced entirely by Sons of Norway
staff for readers ages 8 to 14. The first
issue is here!
https://www.sofn.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Viking-for-Kids_August_singlepage.pdf?
If you need a hard copy, please let a board member know.

Last year we introduced our 125th anniversary Christmas
ornament and they flew off our shelves! We had planned on
these ornaments being available for both 2019 and 2020, but
we were pleasantly surprised by how quickly they sold out.
So, by popular demand, we have brought the 125th
anniversary ornament back! We have only a limited stock
available, so act fast!
https://sofn.logoshop.com/ProductDetails/?
productId=552437458
And that’s not the only surprise we have for you—we will be
introducing a new ornament in October 2020! It’s beautiful
and different, and we can’t wait for you to see it!

Sons of Norway International offers grants to lodges to enable them to enhance their community
presence. Applications open Oct 1, 2020 for programs/projects taking place between January 2021
and March 2022. Rather than waiting for Oct. 1, we can take this time to flesh out any ideas we might
have. If you have any ideas for programs, events, or activities that fit these categories, now is the time
to speak up.
Community
Partnership
Helping Hands to
Children
Lodge Cultural and
Heritage
Lodge Vitality

$1,000 Allows non-members to apply for support for a
Norwegian culture/heritage event, project or program
$500 Encourages lodges to partner with local schools to
support children or to hold a Norwegian culture/heritage
event, project or program for children at their lodge/in
their community
$1,500 Allows lodges to apply for support for a Norwegian
culture/heritage event, project or program
$1,000 Provides operational funds for a specific, one-time
project

The COVID-19 pandemic has created fund-raising
nightmares for organizations across the globe. The Board
of Directors for District 2’s jewel, Trollhaugen, has had
to cancel the Steak Fry, and visitors to Trollhaugen for
skiing, hiking, or just ‘being’ have been basically nonexistent. As with any building, even when no one is using
it, there are certain costs that cannot be set aside. With
no youth camps, no Heritage camp, no Steak Fry and
tournaments, the need for donations is great. I did
suggest that if you had been planning to go to the Steak
Fry that you donate at least half of the cost of your
tickets. That would have involved writing a check,
finding an envelope and stamps, getting an address,… so
I’m fairly certain that few have actually done it. BUT…
the Trollhaugen Board has made it easy for you!! They
have set up a Go-fund me for Trollhaugen, so you can
just do a few clicks and donate away. Please help us keep
this fantastic asset alive and well. If you haven’t visited
Trollhaugen, once we are cleared to go places and see
things you really should at least drive up and see it.
https://www.gofundme.com/f/keep-trollhaugen-runningsmooth?

October is Foundation month for sons of Norway.
At the Sons of Norway Foundation, we are
driven by a sense of purpose: to share and
preserve Nordic heritage, to positively affect
our members’ lives, and to make Sons of
Norway communities better places to live.
Since 1966, staying true to this purpose, we
have been supporting our members through
scholarships and cultural exchange
opportunities, providing disaster relief to
members in need, and funding community
programs that celebrate Norwegian heritage
and culture. There are many ways to donate to
the Foundation, and all are welcome. This is a
7 minute video updating us on the
Foundation’s work.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJoXnQhiIpk&

Olsok July 28th - 29th

Upcoming 2020 Norwegian Holidays

Olsok – from the term “the wake of St. Olaf ” in Old
Norse – happens primarily during the 24-hour period
between the 28th and the 29th of July in Norway. Olsok
is a day of memory for king Olav Haraldsson the Holy,
or Saint Olav as he is better known abroad. Saint Olav is
credited with Christianizing Norway, and fell in the
Battle of Stiklestad in Trondelag July 29th, 1030. The
day is an official flag day, and in many communities,
especially in Western Norway, people burn bonfires to
mark the day. In later years Olsok has developed as a
holiday with the production of local history plays and
religious services in historic places. The events are often
coordinated by historical societies and local groups.

Sep 22
Oct 24
Oct 25
Oct 31
Nov 8
Nov 29
Dec 6
Dec 13
Dec 20
Dec 21

September Equinox
United Nations Day
Daylight Saving Time ends
Halloween
Father's Day
First Advent Sunday
Second Advent Sunday
Third Advent Sunday
Fourth Advent Sunday
December Solstice

Olsok is also celebrated in Scandinavia’s smallest
country – the Faroe Islands. The small islands right
between Iceland and Scotland were a part of Norway for
many years, and Saint Olav is still a national hero to the
Faroese. Olsok has become the Faroe Islands’ national
holiday, that is to say, their Syttende Mai. The day is
marked with huge parties in the capital, Torshavn, where
large portions of the Faroese population get together.
Afterwards there is a mass, and the parliament’s year
begins.

Dec 25 Christmas Day
Dec 26 Boxing Day
Dec 31 New Year's Eve

Dec 24 Christmas Eve
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Season
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Clock change
Observance
Observance
Observance
Observance
Observance
Observance
Season
Bank Holiday /
Observance
National holiday
National holiday
Observance

