
The Desert Viking
February 2020 Sol-Land Lodge Kennewick, WA

 Sol-Land Lodge holds a monthly meeting on the third
Friday of the month.  We have a potluck dinner

beginning at 6:30pm. Guests are not expected to bring
food, just to come and enjoy themselves!  The cultural

program begins about 7:30.  We meet at Kennewick First
Lutheran Church on the corner of HWY 395 and Yelm.

We have a board meeting on the last Monday of the
month, beginning at 7:00pm, also at Kennewick First

Lutheran.  

If you wish to come to a meeting, but do not have
transportation, please contact us and we will arrange it

for you.  If you are interested in a membership, give one
of us a call; we can tell you what we are all about and

how to go about becoming a member.  You can also visit
our lodge website at www.sol-land.org.

Meetings
The February meeting is Feb 21. We will be having a potluck dinner. There will be no dance class before the 
meeting this month. We will be electing delegates for the District convention; the convention will be in 
Portland May 27 – 30. For the program, we will be having a “Show and Tell Your Heritage” night. Bring 
something that means something to you about your heritage (needs not be Scandinavian, by the way), and be 
prepared to talk for a few minutes about it. As we have new members and visitors, you are welcome to 
bring something you have shared before!

The March meeting will be Mar 20th. We are thinking about having a St. Pat’s theme for the pot luck. So, think 
Irish and/or GREEN!! We are hoping to have another member give a report on a trip to Scandinavia, but we 
have not verified that, yet.

Nominations for District 2 Board Officers for 2020-2022

The District 2 Nominating Committee is now soliciting nominations for candidates to run for District 2 Board 
positions at the District 2 Convention in late May.  The committee welcomes self-nominations as well as 
nominations on behalf of other candidates.  Interested candidates will be required to complete a standardized 
application form to identify relevant interests and capabilities, to be submitted by April 27th  .  (If you are 
interested in being Zone Director, no early application is required; that position is filled at the Zone caucus at 
the Convention). Candidates will also need to attend the Convention as delegates, so it is important that 
interested candidates participate in the lodge election of delegates.  If you have questions about the process or 
nominations for District Officers, you can contact Greg Holter, District 2 Nominating Committee Chair 
(waxlerfarms@gmail.com, (509) 375-0919).

Keep a green tree in your heart and perhaps a singing bird will come. 

Chinese Proverb

http://www.sol-land.org/
mailto:waxlerfarms@gmail.com


2020 Officers

President - Greg Holter
Vice President – Darlene Roberson
Secretary - Nancy Holter
Treasurer – Lucinda Twedt
Counselor - Virginia Fields
Social Director - Rennae Rosenberg
Cultural Director - Gretchen Makinson
Assistant Cultural – Ron Rolla/Joe Molvik
Sports Director – Lisa Barthlomew
Foundation Director - Nancy Holter
Publicity Director - Kristie Edwards
Editors - Sara Watson/Nancy Holter
Musician - Linnea Hillesland
Librarian – Maureen Woodward/Gretchen Makinson
Marshall - Brad Horst
Assistant Marshall - Dave Payson
Greeter - Donna Smitt
Assistant Greeter – Ginger Fields/Elain Shepherd
Sunshine Comm. - Darlene Roberson
Scholarship Chair - Dick Nordness
Tubfrim Chair – Laurie Tyssen

Community Involvement

As part of our community outreach, we will be collecting food and school supplies for Vista Elementary. 
My Friends Place is always looking for hygiene items, water, snacks, bus passes – all the things teen agers need. 
They also share space with SARC and often have small children, so support for them is important, too.
Box Tops for Education is going digital. The box tops coupons you clip are valid until their expiration date, but 
they are being phased out in favor of a digital app. It will require you to download the app 
(https://www.boxtops4education.com/?) and to scan your receipt within 2 weeks of purchasing products that 
qualify. The lodge will continue to collect any box tops you bring in and will get them to Vista so they can turn 
them in before they expire.

We constantly collect stamps for Tubfrim, and Laurie Tyssen has volunteered to be our Tubfrim collector. Please 
bring your stamps to the meetings. And remember, if you have envelopes that are 50 years old or older, do NOT 
cut the stamps off, just bring the entire envelope.

Barbara Rockne has found that Catholic Family Services will accept quilts for their clients. If you are in the mood
to quilt, or have quilts to donate, please let Barbara know. 
Barbara Rockne ((509) 627-1967).

If you have any ideas for things we can do for the 
community, to get our name out into the community, etc., 
please let a board member know. Just because you come 
up with an idea doesn’t mean you are responsible for 
seeing it through (although that would be nice!) – I 
sometimes feel that people are reluctant to bring ideas up 
because they aren’t willing/able to follow up on them.

District 2 Youth Camps

The District has a couple scholarships to help lodge 
youth to attend the language camps. If you have a 
child aged 9 – 15 who is interested in a 2-week 
heritage camp with
an emphasis on
language and
culture, please
contact Nancy
Holter. The cost for
the 2 weeks is $675
without
scholarships. This covers everything, food, classes, 
supplies. Registration is open, and applications will 
be accepted in the order they are received.  Deadlines
for scholarship applications are April 15 and 30. 

This year’s camp dates are: 
Trollhaugen 6-28/7-11
Nidaros 7-12/7-25
Normanna 7-26/8-8.

https://www.boxtops4education.com/?


Groups/Classes

Kransekake, "Wreath" or "Ring Cake," is the signature 
cake of Scandinavia, earning a stellar place at weddings, 
birthdays, graduations, and holiday banquet tables.

I was asked at the Julefest about a kransekake and I would 
be glad to teach a class to help you learn how it's done.  If 
you are interested, please give me a call and we'll all get 
together and make a Kransekake.  You may call me at 
(509) 768-7693 or e-mail me at ronrolla@yahoo.com

Let's do this.  Ron Rolla, Asst. Cultural Director

The Nordic Needleworkers meet the third Tuesday of each 
month, 7 – 9 PM. We are a small group, but would love to 
outgrow the room we meet in at the Kennewick Library on 
Union. For more information, please contact Nancy or 
Darlene: ((509) 521-8128, 
darleneroberson1961@hotmail.com; (509) 375-0919, 
sol.land.lodge@gmail.com )   

We are in the planning stages for a genealogy workshop 
with Greg Holter. If you are interested, please contact him 
(375-0919, waxlerfarms@gmail.com )

Is there a class you are interested in having? A skill you 
want to pursue? Maybe a skills pin you want to attempt or 
a sports medal you’d like someone to partner with to 
achieve. Ask one of the board members, we will see what 
we can do. 

End of Year Reports

We have submitted our Lodge of the Year, Family Lodge of
the year, our volunteer hours report, and our financial audit 
report with the District and International. As a lodge, we 
recorded nearly 1400 fraternal hours and just over 900 
community service hours. Thank you for all you have done,
both for our lodge and for the community. If you have any 
ideas for things we can do to benefit the community in 
some way, please let someone on the board know what they
are.

Music Groups at Sol-Land Lodge

We had nine adult dancers plus some of the children 
dance performers who joined us at our last dance 
class before our Christmas potluck on Dec. 20th. Our
next dance class will be at 5:45-6:15 before the lodge
meeting on Mar. 20th. No dance experience or 
partner required! For more information contact 
Gretchen Makinson at 943-1264 or 
glmakinson@aol.com.

Ron has been approached by some of the members to
start a singing group at the lodge.
They would like to use the Sons of Norway song 
book and have a fellowship.  It could be started 
perhaps an hour prior to the lodge meeting.  Ron 
would welcome hearing from anyone who would 
like to join the group. Please give him a call or 
email. Ron Rolla ((509) 768-7693, 
ronrolla@yahoo.com )

SOL-LAND LODGE SCHOLARSHIP

Sol-Land Lodge #2-086 is offering a scholarship for 
the 2020 / 2021 school year.  The scholarship will be 
awarded to a current member, relative of a current 
member or descendant of a charter member of Sol-
Land Lodge #2-086.  Relatives include, a son, 
daughter, niece, nephew, grandchild, adopted child 
or a stepchild.  The Committee will consider 
exceptions to the above-named relatives/descendants
on an individual basis.

The scholarship is awarded based on information 
detailed on the application forms and is to be used 
for undergraduate college education or training at a 
technical school.  The award money will be sent to 
the school registrar and applied to tuition only.

Lodge members and their family members may 
apply for the scholarship by contacting our 
scholarship chairman and asking for an application 
packet.  The deadline for submittal of the application
is April 15, 2020.

For more information or to request an application 
packet contact Richard Nordness at 509-948-2433 or
by email at rnordness@hotmail.com.

mailto:ronrolla@yahoo.com
mailto:glmakinson@aol.com
mailto:waxlerfarms@gmail.com
mailto:sol.land.lodge@gmail.com
mailto:darleneroberson1961@hotmail.com
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Will you come and play with us?

We have over 100 members that live locally, but we
only average about 15 to 18 attendees for a regular
meeting. If you haven’t been attending meetings, is
there a program or other activity that would get you to
give up your Friday evening once a month to come
and “be fraternal” with us? 

Is there a particular subject you want to have a
presentation on? Do you HAVE a presentation that you
might like to do, or that you are willing to assist with? 

We have a couple out-of-meeting things going on
(check the rest of the newsletter for them), but we can
do more if there is interest. Cards? Movies – either in
the theater or DVDs, streamed someplace? 

Hockey/baseball games? Bowling? We have taken trips to
museums and parades in the past, anything like that? The Spokane 

lodge has “raiding T-shirts” so they are an obvious group when they 
go out; is there any interest in something like that to go along with 
group activities? How can we tempt you?

Convention Information

The District 2 Convention will be held in Portland,
May 27 – 30, 2020.  We will be electing delegates 
This month. Because our official membership on 
1/1/2020 was 114 members, we are entitled to 
three (3) delegates. Delegates will have their 
registration paid by the lodge and receive a small 
stipend to help offset their other costs. If you have 
any interest in being a delegate to the District 
Convention you should let the lodge secretary 
know ASAP (Nancy, (509) 375-0919, 
sol.land.lodge@gmail.com ). 

The 2020 International Convention will be held 
on August 19-23 at the Scandic Hotel in 
Ringsaker, Norway. Anyone can attend either of 
the conventions as a visitor, but only delegates to 
the District Convention are eligible to be delegates
to the International Convention. 

Fried Apples - Stekte Epler
• 8 apples, cored and cut in desired shape 

• 1⁄4 cup butter

• 1⁄2 cup brown sugar

• 1⁄2 teaspoon cinnamon

• 1⁄4 teaspoon cardamom

• 1⁄4 cup raisins (optional)

DIRECTIONS
• Melt butter in skillet.

• Add apples that have been sliced or chopped. Peel 

if desired but prettier with the skin.
• Add remaining ingredients and cook on medium 

until apples are as soft as you would like them.
• Really pretty when you use a mixture of red and 

green apples. Looks great at Christmas too.

READY IN: 20mins
SERVES: 4

https://www.food.com/recipe/fried-apples-stekte-epler-137321

https://www.food.com/recipe/fried-apples-stekte-epler-137321
https://www.food.com/about/raisin-57
https://www.food.com/about/cardamom-319
https://www.food.com/about/cinnamon-324
https://www.food.com/about/brown-sugar-375
https://www.food.com/about/butter-141
https://www.food.com/about/apple-186
mailto:sol.land.lodge@gmail.com


Dance Class –
January Meeting

Installation of 2020
Lodge President, 

Greg Holter

Sons of Norway
125th Anniversary



February 18: Nordic Needleworkers, Kennewick
Library on Union, 7pm

February 21: General Heritage Meeting and Dinner,
6pm, KFLC (No Dance group this month)

February 24: Board Meeting, KFLC, 7pm

March 17: Nordic Needleworkers, Kennewick Library
on Union, 7pm

March 20: Pre-Dinner Folk Dancing, 5:45pm, KFLC 

March 20: General Heritage Meeting and Dinner, 6pm,
KFLC

March 30: Board Meeting, KFLC, 7pm

Newsletter Deadline:  1st Friday of the Month

Sons of Norway Sol-Land Lodge 2-086
P.O. Box 6235
Kennewick, WA  99336

Calendar
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