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Unit 12: Chip Carving

INTRODUCTION

Chip earving, or karveskurd in Norwegian, is the decorative art of incising a geometric pattern into
wood. Though, as with other crafts such as knitwting, msemaling and woodworking, it is not uniquely
Nerwegian. |t flourishes, however, among those living in the valleys and farming communities such as
Gudbrandsdalen and Setesdalen. In these aress, as well 25 many others throughout the country, typical
everyday househaold items, such as wooden utensils, bowls and plates were adorned with chip carving.

The best way to learn any craft is directly from the crafsperson, but understanding that this is not
always possible, take your time and patiemly complete the program outlined here. Lykke &il!

Guidelines
These are the same far all three levels, Please completeall the required starred items, one of the
Optional Activites and a final report for each level, There is one set of Optional Activides for al

[pwels,

g Chip carving from 1730

Hardanger, Norway
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LeveL I: THE BAsSICS

*|. Acquaint yourself with the history of chip carving (a list of possible sources—avallable through
Heritage Books or your local library—is attached). Write a short report and Include in firal
report

*2. Yau will need to acquire a chip carving knife (available at most woodworking shops), a
sharpening stone (hard Arkansas), a piece of basswood one foot long by 4-6 inches wide and a
minimum of 3/8 inch thick and some extra fine sandpaper.

*3. After studying various simple patterns, on a piece of paper, use a ruler and a fine-lined
mechanical pencil to draw a small (3"x3") geometric pattern made up of straight-edged
triangles. Include a copy in your final reparc

*4, Transfar the pattern anto the wood surface, being careful not to press too hard with the pencil,
*5. Sharpen the knife as described in suggested reference materials,

*6. Using proper hand and knife position, carve the pattern into the wood.

*7. Carefully erase remaining pencil marks and sand lightly.

*8. Include a photo of your project in your final reporc.

LeveL 2: CARVING BORDERS

The border sets the tone of the carving and can vary from the simple, straight line to the more
complicated and intricate use of curved line patterns.

*|, The triangular chip: Practice drawing and cutting this border made up of rows of squares.

*2. The curved chip: Practice drawing and cutting this border which results in a crescent-shaped
chip.
*3, The straight line chip: This accent is carved free-hand, without the aid of a ruler.

*4, Enclose 1 photo of the above cuts carved into 3 basswood board in your final report.
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LEVEL 3: CARVING ROSETTES

After mastering the basic techniques used in simple designs and borders, you are now ready to develop
and carve the rosette pattern, designs created from a series of circles divided geometrically.

*]. You will need a good mechanical compass.
*2. Draw and carve the three, four, five and six-sided rosettes on a basswood board.
*3. Draw and carve the seven, eight. ten and twelve- sided rosettes on a basswood board,

*4. Submit a photo of the board on which the rosettes were carved in your final report

OpTiONAL ACTIVITIES

These are the same for all three levels.
|. Atend a chip-carving class offered through a local woodworking shop.
Artend a craft or woodworkars show and look for examples of chip carving.

Bring your carved item to a lodge meeting for display

A W P2

Write a short report on chip carving for your lodge's newsletter.

Final Report:
This is the same for all three levels,

Document the procedure you followed to complets the project. Include photos where applicable.
Fill out and include the final report form and questionnzire.

In Conclusion:

Onice you have mastered the basic technique of carving various design patterns, borders and rosectes
you will be ready to combine those elements to decorate anything from small basswood boxes to
plates and bowls and even pieces of furniture. You might even wane to experiment with different types
of wood, such as butternut or birch, which lend themselves beautifully o chip-carved decorston.
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RepORT FORM

NORWEGIAN CULTURAL SKILLS PROGRAM

UNIT 12: CHIP CARVING, LEVEL |

| have complaad the requirements in Chip Carving, Level |,
l.  Atmched are: 1. My essay on Chip Carving

1 Wood pattern drawing

3. A color photo of completed project

Il Ichose | 2 3 4 (circle one) a3 my optional sctivity. My report and stachments are enclosed.

Foarma: Lodge Mame and Ne:

Maifing

Addres

ons of Norway Memberthip # (optional): Tel. Mo,

Pin applied for Generalist ) Specialisr [ Mentor [J  (check one)

Have you completed aultural skills categories before? Yes ' Mo () I yes, please specify:

Thiz report s fars Q o 0 (Check ane)
Part | Part 2 Part 3

Sigrature (Applican) (e

Spature (Lodpe Cuhursl DirectorfSocal Director. Secratary o designated person)  Dace

Cormplecs Malfing Address {CuluralSocial Director, Secremry or desiprated persan)  Chy State

Sprature [lneemational Haadquarten) Clare
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REPORT FORM

NORWEGIAN CULTURAL SKILLS FPROGRAM

UNIT 12: CHIP CARVING, LEVEL 1

| have completed the requirements in Chip Carving, Level 2.
l. Amachedare: 1. VWood pamemn drawings of border designs
1 A phowo of completed carved lvemf{s)

fl. lchose | 21 3 4 (circle one)as my optonal sceivity. My report and attachments are enclosed.

Mame: Lodge Mame and Na:
Mailing

Address

Sons of Norway Membership & (optonall Tel ko,

Pin applied for: Ganenalist O Speciafise (] Menmor [ (chack ane)

Have you completed cultural skills categories befare?  Yer 1 Nall if yes, please specify.

This report ks for: o a O (Chedk one)
Parz | Part 1 Part 3

Sgrature (Appliesn) Cuts

Sgraturs [Ledge Cultural DirectoriSoclsl Dirsctor, Secretary or designated persan)  Daze

Cornplacs Maifing Addreis (CulturalSochl Director, Secreary or dedigsated parsan)  City S Zig

Sgnururs (lntermaponal Headquaren) Dy
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REPORT FORM

NORWEGIAN CULTURAL SKILLS PROGRAM

UNIT 12: CHIP CARVING, LEVEL 3

| have campleted the requirements in Chip Carving, Level 3.
I Armched are: |, Wood pattern drawings of rosectes
L A photo of completed board on which the rosettes ware carved

I lcheas | 2 3 4 (circle one)as my optioral activity, My report and attachments are enclosed.

ame: Lodge Mame and Mex

Maifing

Addresx

Sons of Morway Membership # (optional): Tel Ma.

Pin applied for: Generalie 1 tpecalie U Mentar (1 (check ane)

Have you completed cultural skills categories befors!  Yes (d  No O i yes, please specify:

This report i for: a o d  [Check one)
Part | Part2 Part 3

Slgrature {Applicent) Caa

Sigrasurs (Lodge Cubursl DirecterSocal Director, Secretary or dailgnated parson)  Date

Compluts Mailing Address {Cultursl/Socisl Director, Secremry e desigrased perwon)  Cley frazs

Sigrature (Internations) Hesdquarters) Craza
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FeEepBACK QUESTIONNAIRE
(Please keep this original and make the necessary copies to complete your report)

CuLTuRAL SKiLL COMPLETED

INSTRUCTIONS: For each of the 7 questions below, please check the bes which fi your apinion most accurately.
The choices are: Agree (A), Neutral (M) and Disagres (D). 1t would be helpful for improving the unic § you would also
add your specific commants in the space provided.

I, Tha matructions for this unit ware sasy © follow:

2. Tha requiremant for this wnit were reasonable

3. Thare were anough varied cholces for optional actihvities:

4. There were anough instructions and guidelines for doing the activites

5. The unit provided intareating scoivities:

0 O g o g o”*
O O 0O 0 0 0 =
0 O O 0 0 0D 9

& The unit increased my undermminding of Morwegian heritge:

7. The unit promoted my nvolvement in the lodpe -.-D D '-:i

LK I I I B B B RO R NEBE BENEBE AC N B B K B K B LR R L R L

SPECIFIC COMMENTS: In the spaca below, ploase sdd other comments and suggestions you may kave with respect
o this unic.  Your comments are confidential and in no way affect the awarding of your completed pinfbar.

Retum to: Fraternal Dept./ Cuolture
Sons of Norway
1455 W. Lake Streel
e e -B- Minneapolis, MN 55408




NORWEGIAN CULTURAL SKILLS PROGRAM PINS
REVISED PoLicy (May 1999)

SPECIALIST®

The specialist pin is esmed by people who wish to go into some depth in one area, e.g. Hardanger
Embroidery, The pin was designed by Marilyn Olin, a Vesterheim Gold Medalist in Resemaling.

EXAMPLE

Kan decides, after completing the first pant of HARDANGER, that this is 2
craft she really enjoys. She requests the specialist pin and receives the
pin with two bars atisched, one Hardanger and one designated for level
one (one white stripe). She continues with level two of the
requirements, and when these are completed, she is awarded the second
level bar (one white and one red siripe), Upoen completing the last Jevel
of the guidelines for Hardanger, she receives the level three bar with
one white, one red and one blue stripe. See ilhustration,

e o
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(GENERALIST

The generalist pin is awarded 1o any person who decides 1o sample several skills and qualify for the
basic level (e.g. in stamp collecting, genealogy and a number of crafis), gr any one part of the
following units: Traditional Norwegian Foods, Reading Norwegian and Norwegian-North
American Authors, Norwegian Language and Culture,

The design of the pin is based on the Selbu rose, chosen to honor the founding fathers of Sons of
Norway who hailed from the Selbu community. It was designed by Krista Lauritzen and Liv Dahl

ExAMPLE

Let's say that Norman has completed the firs level of CoLLecTinG

3 E MoRWEGIAN AND MORTH AMERICAN STAMPE, He recelves the

generalist pin and & bar marked Stamps. He now wants to iry

e
A

o

icy Traprmonal NORwWEGIAN CookiNG. Being a fisherman and hunter. he
E % cheoses part three, Fish and Meai. Upon completion of the
E"’""r“.f guidelines, he 15 awarded the bar marked Cooking. Now ke deciges (o
8 E try his hand ai rosemaling. He signs up for a beginning course and
Hererelioy compietes level one, thereby having eamed the bar Rosemaling. See
illusiration.
*Pleare note; Only pne specia [ist pin is given per participant. Bars will be owarded tp be affived 1o 1he

origingl pin. Thus one pin may reflect one or several gonvities.
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MENTOR

Many people are already skilled in the actuvites offered in the Norwegian Cultural Skills Frogram,
To those, a differem challenge is available: Become a mentor. A mentor 15 2 person who becomes a
formal or informal teacher, leading other individeals along the generalist or specialist tracts. The
mentor is an extrermely important person as be/she plays a key role In passing on the Norwegian

hentage to others,

ExamrLE 1

Meet John, He has spent a lifetime doing beautiful wood carving. He
decides (o become 2 mentor in his lodge by teaching relief carving,
When he has taught a minimum of five people the basics of relief
carving and they complete level one® of that activity, John applies for
the specialist pin (he intends to continue teaching relief carving). He
receives the specialist pin and three bars: Mentor, Relief Carving and
level one. When at Ieast three of his students have gualified for level
two®, John receives his level two bar IF John can gssist ar least one™
student all the way to the top, John 15 awarded the level three bar, See
illustration.

*Mote that these people must send in their reporis 1o the Norwegian
Culteral Skills Program.

ExanrLE 2

Irene is cultural director of her lodge, She decides 1o get a number of
culmaral skills activities going. She starts a crafis club. She encourages
the groep to fry knitting, Hardaonger embroidery and rosemaling,
Irene's strongest suit is rosemaling, but she knows enough about
Hardaneer embroidery and Knitting 1w instroct her fellow members in
the basics. Irene 15 on her way 10 becoming a mentor on the gsneralist
track. When at jeast five of her fellow club members gualify for pam

.one of Hardanger embroidery, Irene receives the generalist pin with two

bars: Mentor and Herdanger, When five more of the participants gualify
for part one of Knitting, Irene receives one bar: Kninming, and when yet
five others q'|.1nl':fy for part one of Rosemaling, Irene receives another
bar: Rosemaling, See illusiration.




SONS OF NORWAY
Norwegian Cultural Skills Program

AU ESIIAY

1. TRADITION NORWEGIAN Emﬂ
Level 1 ‘Your Favorites
Level 2 Baked Goods and Desserts
Level 3 Meat or Fish Dishes

2 READING NORWEGIAN AND NORWEGIAN-AMERIC AN AUTHORS
Level 1 Your Favorites
Level 2 Fiction
Level 3 MNonfiction

3. COLLECTING NORWEGIAN AND NORTH AMERICAN STAMPS
Level 1 Collect General Norwegian and North American Stamps
Level 2 Specialize Your Stamp Collection .
Level3  Complete a Collection of a Ten-Year Period

4. NORWEGIAN ROSEMALING
Level 1 Basic Strokes, Flower Form and Scroll
Level2  Completed Design
Level 3 Create an Original Design
5 GENEALOGY—FAMILY HISTORY
Level 1 Complete people 1-7 on a four-generation ancestor chart, etc.
Level 2 Complete four more people on the ancestor, family group chart
and document

Level 3 Complete all information for 15 people on the charts—document
and wrile an essay

*Summarized by Frances Coich, Sjeland Lodge 5635



6. HAND-KNITTING
Level 1 The Basics
Level 2 Knit with Two Colars
Level 3 Create a two or multicolored sweater (based on Norwegian designs)

7. NORWEGIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
Level 1 The Basics of Norwegian Language
Level 2 A Sampling of Norwegian Culture
Level 3 A topic from Norwegian Language or Norwegian Culture

B. HARDANGER EMBROIDERY
Level 1 The Basics
Level 2 Complete'a Larger Item
Level 3 Using Your Skills in Creative Ways

8. FIGURE CARVING
Level 1 The Basics
Level 2 Complete a Detailed Carving
Level 3 Complete an Original Carving

10. WEAVING
Track 1
Level 1 The Basics—Make a Sampler

Level 2 Inkle or Card Weaving or Rigid heddle—Cumplete a Project
Level 3 Create an Original Design

Track Tl—Floor or Table Loom Weaving
Level 1 Produce a Sampler
Level 2 Make a Finished Project
Level 3 Create an Original Design

11. ORNAMENTAL WOODCARVING
Level ] The Basics
Level 2 Flatskurd
Level 3 Carve the Acanthus

12. CHIP CARVING
Level 1 The Basics
Level 2 Carve Borders
Level 3 Carve Rosettes

153. FOLK DANCING
Level 1 Easy Dances

Level 2 Intermediate Dances
Level 3 Advanced Dances

14. MUSIC AND MUSICIANS OF NORWAY
Level 1 Folk Music: Roots of Norwegian Music
Level 2 The 19th Century: Edvard Grieg & Contemporaries
Level 3 The 20th Century: Composers, Performers, Conductors



