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The Desert Viking

Message from the President
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
everyone! We've had a fantastic year.
A lot of energy has gone into producing
cultural and social programs that I think
we've all enjoyed. We've seen a reestablishment of the youth lodge,
renewed interest in the Cultural medals
program, and a handful of sports
medals awarded. In general, I think we
all had fun this year.
This week we'll come together to
celebrate Christmas with a fantastic
meal and traditional Christmas-time
activities. But soon after that, we'll have
to focus on some big events. First is
our January 30th concert by Knut Erik
Jensen, a gifted classical pianist who
has put together a program focusing on
Norwegian composers. This event will
be open to the public and is cosponsored by our friends at the
Kennewick Lutheran Fine Arts Guild.
This concert fulfills some requirements
for the music cultural medal, so if you're
interested, contact DJ or Sara Watson.
The second big event is our annual
Lutefisk dinner, currently in the

planning stages. New officers will be
installed soon, some of who will be
learning the ropes. Our outgoing Cultural
and Social directors can be thanked for
the quality of 2008's cultural and social
activities. Judging by the survey results
from 2 months ago, the lodge's
expectation for cultural and social
activities is high. This means the board
has some planning to do for an equally
enjoyable 2009 program.
A lot of valuable feedback came from the
surveys and I want to thank everyone who
filled one out. The board looked at the
results and plans to use many of the
ideas offered by survey respondents.
Look for a summary of the survey results
in this newsletter. Based on the survey
comments and many discussions I've had
with lodge members, the two primary
goals I'd like to offer for next year are
"membership growth" and "continuing
momentum". "Membership growth" is
self-explanatory. "Continuing
momentum" means keeping the high
quality cultural programs and entertaining
social activities. I think these two goals
actually go hand in hand, and if we all
contribute we should have a fantastic
2009.
God jule og godt nyttår alle sammen!
Hilsen,
D.J. Watson
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2008 Lodge Highlights
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

4 new members, 6 new junior members
Junior lodge now has ~8 regular
attendees
Hiking Vikings walking club
"Walk to Bergen" challenge
5 bronze, 2 silver, 1 gold Gangemerke
sports medals earned
1 bronze Idrettsmerke medal earned
TUBFRIM challenge nets 7 pounds of
stamps
Newsletter redesign
Web site with steady traffic averaging
1400 hits a month
3 cooking medals awarded, 4 in process;
book club meets to discuss books read
for reading medal
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"Ice-breaker" social activity at most
meetings
Highly successful Summer Picnic
Cultural Presentations from guest
presenters
Numerous convention awards
Let’s give
ourselves a hand!

General Information about the
Lodge
Sol Land Lodge holds a monthly
meeting on the third Friday of the
month. We have a potluck beginning at
6:30 PM. Guests are NOT expected to
bring food, just to come and enjoy
themselves. The general meeting or
cultural activity begins about 7:30. We
meet at the Kennewick First Lutheran,
on 395 and Yelm. We have a monthly
board meeting on the first Monday of
the month at 7 PM also at First
Lutheran. The current president is DJ
Watson (628-3391), the secretary is
Vernie Tiwater (628-9987). They can
supply you with names and phone
numbers for other officers if you need
them. If you wish to come to a meeting,
but do not have transportation, give us
a call and we can arrange it for you. If
you are interested in membership, give
one of us a call; we can tell you what we
are all about and how to go about
becoming a member. You can also
check out our lodge website at
http://www.sol-land.org/.
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The slate of officers for 2009:
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We will have installation of our new
officers at our January 16th meeting.
Ole and Lena got married. On their
honeymoon trip they were nearing
Minneapolis when Ole put his hand on
Lena's knee. Giggling, Lena said, "Ole, you
can go a little farther now if ya vant to"... so
Ole drove to Duluth.

Community and Fraternal
Activities Tracking Process
Process
In theory, we have been
collecting charitable hours
throughout the year. Knowing
that this may be prone to
error, here is the annual
request for you to get your
hours figured up BEFORE the
January meeting. The
secretary will have to submit
the yearly Lodge of the Year
form early in the year and she
needs everyoneÊs hours to
show the District what a great
lodge we really are. DonÊt
forget attending meetings
counts, as does peeling
potatoes and baking for the
lutefisk dinner.

We have a great shot at
Lodge
Lodge of the Year! We need
your hours!
Directory Update:
There will be a new lodge
directory in January. If there is
an error in your listing, please
contact Nancy Holter (375-0919,
sol.land.lodge@gmail.com) with
the correction or addition. If you
have an e-mail address and are
not receiving this electronically,
please forward that information,
also.
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Illinois Norsk Rosemalers Association Ornaments
We will choose a design and personalize it per your instructions. The
one pictured is merely representative of the ones we have available.
Each ornament comes with a tag explaining that the ornament is from a
limited edition. Each is packaged in a cellophane bag, complete with a
ribbon, and is ready to present as a gift or keep for your own
enjoyment. This year many have started their children, grandchildren,
or even themselves on a collection of the Illinois Norsk Rosemalers
Association Ornament of the Year. At only $18.00 ($15.00 + $3.00
shipping and handling, within U.S.A. only) they are great hostess gifts
for the holidays or a great gift for the person who has everything.
These darling mitten ornaments, hand painted by "ribbon winning" rosemalers, signed and numbered,
make wonderful gifts for family members and special friends. Order forms are on their website at:
http://www.rosemaling.org/ornament.htm.

Lutefisk Dinner February 7, 2009!
Lutefisk Dinner Preparations
We are in the midst of preparing for our dinner. Ticket order forms
will be sent out after the first of the year. The date is February 7, the
cost is $18 for adults, $6 for kids ages 6-12 and kids 5 years old and
under are free.
We need your help preparing and serving dinner! Please contact
Sara Watson for more information: 628-3391 or
sarawatson@cougarmail.org.
Tidbits:
Request for Recipes
DJ Watson has requested heritage recipes for the web site. He particularly wants those that
have a story associated wit them. You can see examples on the lodge’s website at

http://www.sol-land.org/culture/recipes.htm
Bunad Patterns for lending
Ginger Fields has some generic bunad patterns for men, women and boys. If you wish to borrow them, please give
her a call (734-7876).
Hiking Vikings
The "Hiking Vikings" meet at 10:30AM on Saturdays at the "Playground of Dreams" in Columbia park.
http://www.sol-land.org/hiking.htm has a nice overhead picture with a pointer to exactly where we meet
(gotta love technology!).
Lodge Web site
The lodge web site is: http://www.sol-land.org/. There are pictures from past events, recipes, a calendar of
events, and other information. The site has been recently re-vamped with a new home page containing important
links and a "Contact us" page with the officers' e-mail addresses.
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The Norwegian "Nisse" is not like his American relative Santa Claus. The
Norwegian "Nisse" differs from both Santa Claus and St. Nicholas. In
modern Norway we have really two types of "nisser".
The name "Nisse" probably derives from St. Nicholas. But "nisser" - which
are elves (or gnomes) are old figures, which existed long before the birth of
Christ. There are several types of "nisser" in Norway. The most known is
the "FjŒsnisse" which is a "nisse" who takes care of the animals on the farms.
The "FjŒsnisse" is very short and often bearded and lives in a barn or a
stable. He wears clothes of wool and often has a red knitted hat. The
"FjŒsnisse" often plays tricks on people. Sometimes he will scare people by
blowing out the lights in the barn or he will scare the farm dog at night. You
can hear the dogs bark! He can become very friendly with the people that
live on the farm, but one should never forget to give him a large portion of porridge on Christmas Eve - or
else he will play tricks for example move the animals around in the barn, braid the horses' mane and tail,
and other tricks like that.........
Of course we also have a Christmas nisse (julenissen), which in most homes is more or less identical to
Santa Claus. The "Julenisse" brings presents to all the nice children on Christmas Eve. He is not as shy as
Santa though, since the "julenisse" delivers the presents himself. He does not come down the chimney in
Source: http://www.stavanger-web.com/jul/christma.htm
the middle of the night.

Cookies and Lefse and Fun- Oh, My!
In preparation for our annual Lutefisk dinner, the lodge needs people to assist with making
lefse and cookies at several baking parties. Ken and Margaret Leaf are coordinating lefse
baking on Wednesdays in January. For those who can’t come on a Wednesday, there will be a
baking day on Saturday, January 17th, also. These will be from 8am-1pm at Kennewick First
Lutheran. This is a great time to get involved. If everyone pitches in we'll be finished in
record time.
If you are working on your Norwegian Cultural Cooking Medal or just want
to help, this will be an excellent opportunity. This will fulfill requirements for Part 1 (Your
Favorites) or the Generalist medal of the cooking medal and/or for Part 2 (Baked Goods and
Desserts). Remember, these do not have to be completed in any particular order. If you were
to help make lefse and two or more different types of cookies, you will have completed 3
different steps in the two medal categories. Not only that, but by attending the prep classes
and having your cookies and lefse served and the actual events you will have satisfied up to
two of your three electives (electives 11 and 15) if you are earning a specialist pin. Talk about
exciting!! Also, anyone interested in learning to make Lutefisk to satisfy cooking medal
requirements (Part 3 comes to mind) should let Ken Leaf (586-4687
or Chickkenleaf@aol.com) know.
For more information about these events, please contact Ken and
Margaret Leaf, Nancy Holter sol.land.lodge@gmail.com or 375-0919
or Carrie Hallquist hallquist@charter.net or 628-9669.
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Walk to Bergen

- Update:

Bring your walking logs to the November meeting so we can mark our progress map.

We have traveled a total of 1396 miles as of November 21! Three months into our
journey and we’re in Ontario, Canada! Way to go team!
Here is a reminder of the rules for our Walk to Bergen challenge:
• You can use any activity that can be measured in mileage: walking, running, cycling, swimming, etc.
• If you choose to earn one of the sports medals at the same time—such as Gangmerke, Sykkelmerke or
Idrettsmerke—the mileage counts for both. For instance, if you walk 2 miles in a day, you can put 2 miles on
your Gangmerke mileage log and 2 miles toward the walk to Bergen.
• The total miles (4100) is for the whole lodge, so everyone participating need only do the best they can and we
will add up everyone’s miles and apply them to the total.
If you have any other questions please contact DJ Watson (628-3391 – president@sol-land.org)

Member Birthdays

Happy Birthday!
Erik Neilsen
Mary Molvik
Kevin Massie
Bernice Scott
Mark Watson
Cecil Cotterell
Nicole Kaeser
Natalie Smallwood
Charles Lantz

12/4
12/7
12/15
12/16
12/18
12/19
12/19
12/25
12/29

2008: The Norwegian Christmas stamps
for 2008 picture the Norwegian Nisse
overlooking farmhouses. The first time the
Nisse was portrayed on a stamp was for
the Christmas stamps of 1992. The stamps
cost NOK 7.00 and have been printed in 14
million copies.

Santa Facts:
The Norwegian word for Santa Claus,
"Julenisse" is a combination a Christian name
(Nils = Nikolaus) and the hedonistic word for
Christmas, Yule.
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Upcoming Events
Ken and Margaret Leaf are coordinating a lefse making morning, Dec. 10 at
Kennewick First Lutheran. It will be from 8am–1pm . If you wish to learn how
to make lefse, or would enjoy making some for the lodge, please call Margaret
(586-4687). If you have equipment that they can use, please call her, too.
There will be a cookie making morning at the church on Jan. 10, also from
8am–1pm. We plan to be making rosettes, sandbakkels, krumkake and spritz.
These cookies will be used for the Lutefisk dinner dessert table Feb 7. For
more information, please contact Nancy Holter (sol.land.lodge@gmail.com,
375-0919) or Carrie Hallquist (hallquist@charter.net, 628-9669).

Barnas Norsk Klubb (Youth Club)

Knut Erik Jensen Concert
Friday, Jan. 30, 7:00 p.m.

Carrie Hallquist and Kip Campbell are
holding children’s meetings during the
regular meeting. They will be focusing
primarily on children 10 and under, as
that seems to be the age of children
we have. They will have activities,
singing, stories, etc. Don’t forget that
junior membership is free until the age
of 16, so get your kids (and grandkids)
signed up.
In December
Santa Claus and the
Julenisse will visit
and in January, we
will learn about the indigenous peoples
of Scandinavia,
the Sami.
We look forward
to seeing you
there!

Sol-Land Lodge and Kennewick First
Lutheran Church’s Fine Arts Committee
are pleased to announce a program
featuring Knut Erik Jensen, a talented
Norwegian pianist, and the music of
Edvard Greig and other notable
Norwegian composers. The concert will be
on January 30, and will begin at 7:00 PM.
There will be a free-will offering taken, and
refreshments will be served afterwards.
For more information, you can see his
website:
http://www.knuterikjensen.com/Images/
The%20project%20and%20composers.pdf
or call Jim Lande (582-0168).
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December Meeting:
For Christmas, we try to create
a typical Scandinavian Christmas dinner.
The December meeting will be on the 12th.
Please bring what you feel needs to be a part
of this dinner. The lodge will be providing a
couple of main dishes, lutefisk and ham, so
the lodge members can feel free to be as
creative with the Scandinavian side dishes
as they wish. If you need recipes, or
equipment or ideas, please call Ginger
Fields (734-7876), Sara Watson (628-3391),
Carrie Hallquist (628-9669), or Nancy Holter
(375-0919). If you wish to help with set up or
other plans, please call Ben Borgen (7839723), as he is head of the committee.
We are happy to announce that Santa will be
in attendance! If you are bringing children
to the party, please bring a wrapped gift
with the child’s FULL NAME on the tag. In
lieu of an adult gift exchange this year, we
are collecting gifts for middle-school
through teen age children in foster care in
the Tri-Cities. Wrap the gift, and on it put a
removable tag that indicates an approximate
age range and if it is gender specific, boy or
girl. These older foster kids don’t get the
presents that he younger ones do, so it is a
need that we try to fill. Jim Lande will
deliver the gifts to the Lutheran Family
Services. There will also be a “money tree”
to collect funds for this organization to use
for more presents.
We are expecting a Nisse to arrive, and there
will be a Santa Lucia parade. We will be
singing, also, so bring your best voice. Let’s
make this a Christmas party to remember!

Book Club Update:
At our reading circle meeting on December 3, we
reviewed the book Assault in Norway: Sabotaging the
Nazi Nuclear Program by Thomas Gallagher.
From the back Cover:
By 1942 German scientists seemed to have an
insurmountable head start over their Allied
counterparts in developing an operational atomic
bomb. Contributing to the Nazis' nuclear lead was
their access to large quantities of an ingredient crucial
to atomic experimentation: "heavy water," the world's
largest producer and stockpiler of which was the
fortress like Vemork factory in occupied Norway.
Allied hopes of stalling the Nazi nuclear program soon
focused on sabotaging the virtually impregnable
cliffside plant-a suicidal mission by any estimation. But
a team of brave Norwegian exiles, trained in Britain by
Special Operations Executive, infiltrated their
homeland and, while hiding and eking out an existence
in the wilds, awaited the opportunity to launch one of
the war's most daring commando raids. Basing his
gripping narrative in large part on interviews with the
commandos themselves, Thomas Gallagher here
recounts in vivid detail the planning and execution of
Operation Gunnerside.
At our meeting, the general consensus was that this
was a very enjoyable book. We were impressed by
the dedication of these people to bring about a
successful mission and to simply stay alive through the
harsh winter of the Hardanger Plateau. Our club
rated this book an 8.5 on a scale of 1-10.
Our next book is Giants in the Earth, A Saga of the
Prairie by O.E. Rolvaag.
If you would like to join our reading circle, grab this
book, read it, and come prepared to render your
opinion at our next
meeting on January 28,
at 7:00pm. Audrey
Blegen will be host;
please see the calendar
for details.
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2008 Satisfaction Survey Highlights
The survey was handed out at the October general meeting and 19 members responded.
In general, a majority of the members are very happy with our cultural, social and sports programs
and the surveys were filled with good suggestions (too many to list here). Here are the highlights:
• 41% were satisfied with the cultural programs, 52% were very satisfied
• The Hardanger fiddle presentation was the most popular with Rolf Skorge's trip around the
world a close second
• 82% planned to earn a cultural medal: the Reading and Literature cultural medal was the most
popular with cooking a close second
• 89% read the newsletter; 63% visit the lodge's website regularly
• 14% plan to participate in the Sports medal program
Game nights and dancing were additional activities most requested. Folk Art and films were also
requested by a large percentage. There were 7 recommendations for upcoming cultural programs
– all of which were excellent suggestions.
At the November board meeting, the board looked over all the surveys and made notes on how to
improve and are considering many of the survey recommendations. Hopefully, the lodge's
programs will continue to improve so everyone can get the most out of being a Sol-land lodge
member.

What happened at Christmas?
1968:
From December 21-27, 1968, Apollo 8, manned by Commander Frank Borman, James Lovell, Jr. and
William Anders, was launched from Cape Kennedy, Florida. Its mission included ten orbits of the moon that
yielded spectacular photographs of Earth and the moon. On Christmas Eve, Apollo 8 transmitted live TV
pictures of the lunar surface and of the earth, hanging like a Christmas-tree ornament far distant in the sky.
Then to conclude their Christmas Eve telecast before the view below was blotted out, the astronauts took
turns solemnly reading the first ten verses of Genesis: "In the beginning, God created the heaven and the
Earth . . ."
1978:
On December 14, 1978, the People’s Republic of China and the United States proclaimed that the two nations
would initiate full diplomatic relations on January 1, 1979. The agreement required the United States to sever
diplomatic ties with the Republic of China (Taiwan.)
1988:
Pan Am Flight 103 - Explosives hidden in a suitcase destroyed a jet over Lockerbie, Scotland, killing 270
people. Many of the 189 Americans aboard were students or military personnel coming home for Christmas.
A former Libyan intelligence officer was convicted, and Libya accepted responsibility for the bombing.
1998:
On December 19, 1998, the U.S. House approved two articles of impeachment charging President William
Clinton with grand jury perjury and obstruction of justice in a cover-up of his relationship with Monica
Lewinsky. He was acquitted, February 12, 1999.
2008:
The nation watched eagerly as President-elect Barack Obama began announcing his choices for cabinet
positions and other high-ranking individuals for the upcoming administration. Obama made history in
becoming the first African-American to be elected to the highest executive office in America. He and his
running mate Joseph Biden will be inaugurated on January 20, 2009.

Upcoming Calendar of Events:
December 10: Lefse Baking, Kennewick First Lutheran, 8am-1pm
December 12: General Heritage Meeting, 6:30pm, Kennewick First Lutheran Church, Hwy 395 and
Yelm, Kennewick. Please note date change! We will have our Christmas celebration. We would like to
have a traditional Scandinavian Christmas dinner, so please bring your favorite traditional Norwegian
Christmas dish. The lodge will provide the main course. We will have a visit from a very large Nisse,
singing and other fun activities.

January 5: Board meeting, 7pm, Room 5 in Kennewick First Lutheran Church, Kennewick
January 6: Lutefisk Dinner Committee meeting, 7pm, Kennewick First Lutheran. Please contact
Sara Watson (628-3391) if you would like to help out.
January 7, 14, 17, 21, 28: Lefse Baking, Kennewick First Lutheran, 8am-1pm
January 10: Cookie Baking, Kennewick First Lutheran Church, 8am-1pm
January 16: General Heritage Meeting, 6:30pm, Kennewick First Lutheran Church, HWY 395
and Yelm, Kennewick. Installation of 2009 Officers.
January 28: Reading Circle, 7pm, Audrey Blegen’s house, 721 S. Harrison St., Kennewick (783-3387).
All are welcome. This month’s book for discussion: Giants in the Earth, O.E. Rolvaag.

January 30: Knut Erik Jensen Concert, 7:00pm, Kennewick First Lutheran Church
Come to Social Hour with us! We’re encouraging a new social time before our potluck dinner
meeting. Please come and visit with your lodge brothers and sisters beginning at 5:45pm. We’d
love to see you there!

Sons of Norway Sol-Land Lodge 2-086
703 Coast Street
Richland, WA 99352

In November, our lodge celebrated our
40th Anniversary. Our very attractive
lodge got together for a picture and we
saw a very rare example of a rosemaled
cake.
Happy Birthday Sol-Land Lodge! You’re
lookin’ good!

